
III.  CULTIVATE DEPENDABILITY  

 

“Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And 

from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.” 

             John 19:27 

 

A. John fulfilled the request by Jesus to provide for  

 Mary.  

 

We do not know exactly how John cared for Mary,  

 but we do know that he did it because we see Mary  

 among the believers in the Upper Room. 

 

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and 

supplication, with the women and Mary the mother 

of Jesus, and with His brothers.”          Acts 1:14 

 

B. Caring relationships include dependability. 

 

“Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble 

Is like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint.”   

Proverbs 25:19 

 

“Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of 

you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are 

members of one another.”    Ephesians 4:25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU NEED TO CULTIVATE CARING  

IN YOUR RELATIONSHIPS? 
 

“26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom 

He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your 

son!” 

27 Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from 

that hour that disciple took her to his own home.”  John 19:26-27 

 

WORDS  FROM THE CROSS 

Cultivating Caring Relationships 

Pastor Steve Reynolds 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. The cross of Calvary is the place where God did his best and  

 man did his worst. It was here that our Savior died an  

 excruciating death as payment for our sins. The Bible  

 summarizes it this way:  
 

 “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 

tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 

righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.”   

            I Peter 2:24 
 

Jesus was on the cross from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The Bible 

records seven statements that Jesus spoke during those six 

hours. These words are rich in significance.  
 

Words are important, especially the last words of the dying. 

But of all the greatest last words which have been uttered 

through all time none are comparable in importance to the 

last words of Jesus as He died on the cross. The seven 

statements that Jesus made on the cross are perhaps the most 

compelling words Jesus spoke on earth.  

 
 

B. Our Words From The Cross teaching series will examine the 

last words of Jesus on the cross and explain what they meant 

to Jesus and how they relate to us today.  
 

The messages include: 
 

Feb 14  Choosing To Forgive 

 Feb 21  Knowing You Are Saved 

 TODAY Cultivating Caring Relationships 

 Mar 7  Crying Out When Suffering 

 Mar 14  Quenching Your Spiritual Thirst 

 Mar 21  Living Life On Purpose 

 Mar 28  Dying With Confidence 

 
  

C. TEXT:   John 19:25-27 

 

John 19:26-27 contains words of relationships. 



HOW TO CULTIVATE CARING RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 You obtain caring relationships by being caring. 
 

“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there 

is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  

 Proverbs 18:24 

 

 People don’t care how much you know until they know how 

much you care.  
 

“A friend loves at all times, And a brother is born for 

adversity.”       Proverbs 17:17 

 

I.  CULTIVATE LOYALTY  
 

“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene.”              John 19:25 
 

A.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, some other Marys, and  

 the Apostle John stood at the cross with Jesus when  

 everyone else stood far away. 
 

Mary was now experiencing the bitter truth of 

Simeon’s prophecy: 
 

“34 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary 

His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for 

the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 

which will be spoken against  

35 (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also),…”    Luke 2:34-35a 

 

B. Caring relationships include loyalty.  
 

“Do not forsake your own friend or your father’s 

friend, Nor go to your brother’s house in the day of 

your calamity; Better is a neighbor nearby than a 

brother far away.”    Proverbs 27:10 

 

“By this we know love, because He laid down His 

life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives 

for the brethren.”            I John 3:16 

II.  CULTIVATE RESPONSIBILITY  
 

“When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple 

whom He loved standing by, He said to His 

mother, “Woman, behold your son!”         John 19:26  

 

A. Jesus, as the oldest son, handled his obligation to  

 make sure his mother was provided for.  

 

 Where is Joseph, Mary’s husband? 
 

Tradition has it that Joseph died when Jesus was 

in his teens.  The last mention of him is when 

Jesus is twelve. 

 

“41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at 

the Feast of the Passover. 

 42 And when He was twelve years old, they went 

up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the 

feast.”         Luke 2:41-42 

 

 Why didn’t Jesus put the care of His mother into 

the  hands of His brothers and sisters? 

 

Because they did not believe He was the 

Messiah. 

 

“For even His brothers did not believe in Him.” 

                   John 7:5 
 

 

B. Caring relationships include responsibility. 
 

“
 
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and 

especially for those of his household, he has denied 

the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”   

   I Timothy 5:8 

 
 
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days 

may be long upon the land which the LORD your God 

is giving you.”     Exodus 20:12 

 


